
 

 

Blue Circle Voices (BCV) network 

 

What is the Blue Circle Voices network? 

IDF strives to represent the interests of people living with, or affected by, diabetes, through its 

worldwide network of members and other stakeholders. As part of this, IDF has established a 

network of individuals to act as the global voice of people living with diabetes. The Blue Circle 

Voices (BCV) draws upon the experiences of people living with diabetes from all countries 

represented by an IDF member. 

The network includes adults living with diabetes, of all ages and from all IDF regions. It includes 

individuals with: 

 Type 1 diabetes 

 Type 2 diabetes 

 Less common types of diabetes  

 A history of gestational diabetes 

 A child, close relative or loved one with diabetes  

The Blue Circle Voices is a virtual network. All consultations and discussions are conducted online, 

or, at times, via other means such as Skype, Whatsapp etc. It is be supported by a dedicated closed 

portal on the IDF website and co-ordinated by staff at the IDF Executive Office.  

 

How will Blue Circle Voices be engaged in the network?  

The Blue Circle voices will get involved in a variety of activities and initiatives including for example: 

 Providing their national/regional perspectives to issues of concern for people with diabetes 

via consultations and other discussions through a variety of platforms such as a closed FB group 

and an online forum 

 Providing input to important IDF initiatives, including global consultations on topics of 

interest (such as access to diabetes care, discrimination, etc.)  

 Writing testimonies for the IDF website and specific projects 

 Supporting advocacy and other activities such as global of IDF national members or regional 

offices 

 Sharing information about their projects or other diabetes topics in the bi-monthly 

newsletter 



 

 

There might also on an ad-hoc basis be opportunities to: 

 Participate (by email) in project committees and other advisory groups  

 Represent the voice of people with diabetes at international meetings organised by IDF, or 

by its partners 

 

What are the benefits of joining the BCV network? 

 Meet and network with other advocates from your country/region and other parts of the 

world through an online forum, social media platforms and other virtual collaboration tools 

 Stay on top of the latest IDF news, and news from other members of the network 

 Share your experiences, support other BCV members and get answers to your questions  

 Learn about general diabetes topics and gain knowledge which can help you become a more 

effective diabetes advocate via webinars, other online educational opportunities and general 

resources 

 Provide more visibility for your initiatives in your country and globally 

 

 

Who can join the network? 

The BCV members fulfil the following criteria: 

1. Have diabetes (type 1, type 2 or a less common type), have a child, close relative or loved 

one with diabetes, or have a history of gestational diabetes, AND 

2. Share IDF’s mission to promote access to diabetes care, to fight discrimination against 

people with diabetes and to promote prevention of type 2 diabetes, AND 

3. Are willing to complete an application form that provides details of their personal history 

with diabetes, including age, date of diagnosis, medications and comorbidities, AND 

4. Are able and willing to communicate by email in written English, French or Spanish, AND 

5. Are committed to responding to email consultations within five working days, AND 

6. Can demonstrate their experience of campaigning for diabetes causes in their own country, 

AND 

7. Are willing for their story to be featured on the IDF website, AND 

8. Are committed to promote IDF activities at national or global level 


